Message Nine
The Mystery of the Gospel

Scripture Reading: Rom. 16:25; Eph. 1:9; 3:3-5, 9; 5:32; 6:19; Col. 1:26-27; 2:2; 4:3

I

II.

III.

The basic revelation in the Bible is the unveiling, the bringing to light, of
God’s mystery; for this reason, the Bible speaks of the revelation of the
mystery—Rom. 16:25; Eph. 3:3, 5.

The gospel is the proclamation of Jesus Christ according to the
revelation of the mystery; thus, Paul could speak of the mystery of the
gospel—6:19.

There are five great mysteries in the Bible:

>

=0 a®m

The mystery of the universe is God, who is the meaning and purpose of the
universe—Gen. 1:1; Rev. 4:11; Eph. 3:9.

The mystery of man is also God—Gen. 1:26; Zech. 12:1; 1 Cor. 2:11.

The mystery of God is Christ—Col. 2:2.

The mystery of Christ is the church—Eph. 3:4; Col. 4:3.

The mystery of the church is the organism of Christ, the Body of Christ as the
enlargement of Christ—Eph. 1:22-23; 4:4, 16; 5:30, 32.

In Ephesians mystery is a crucial word:

A.

B.

C.

D.

E.

In eternity God planned a will, but it was hidden in Him; hence, it was a
mystery—the mystery of His will—1:9.

God’s hidden purpose is the mystery, and the unveiling of this mystery in the
mingled spirit is the revelation of the mystery—3:3, 5.

God’s mystery is His hidden purpose, and with this mystery there is an
economy—the economy of the mystery—v. 9.

Christ is a mystery, and the church, as the Body of Christ to express Him, is
the mystery of Christ—v. 4; Col. 4:3.

Christ and the church as one spirit are the great mystery—1 Cor. 6:17; Eph.
5:32.

The all-inclusive Christ, who indwells us, is the mystery of God’s econ-
omy—Col. 1:26-27:

A.

God’s New Testament economy is like a great wheel, having Christ as its every
part—He is the hub (the center), the spokes (the support), and the rim (the
circumference) of the divine economy—Ezek. 1:15; Col. 1:17b, 18b:

1. God’s intention in His economy is to work Christ into His chosen people so
that Christ may be all and in all—3:10-11; Gal. 1:16a; 2:20; 4:19.

2. Christ is the mystery, the secret, the crucial focus, of the divine economy;
this means that the secret of the dispensing of the Triune God into God’s
chosen people is Christ Himself—Col. 1:25-28, 17b, 18b; 2:9.

3. Christ is the Head of the Body and the Body of the Head; He is all the
members and in all the members of the new man—1 Cor. 12:12; Col. 1:18;
3:10-11.



B. The mystery hidden from the ages and from the generations has been made
manifest to the saints; this mystery is the all-inclusive Christ as the indwell-
ing hope of glory—1:26-27:

1.

The hope of our calling is the hope of glory, which is the transfiguration of
our body and the manifestation of the sons of God—Eph. 1:18b; 4:4b; Rom.
8:19, 23-25, 30; Phil. 3:21.

The Christ who dwells within us is the mystery full of glory, with countless
riches; we are being strengthened into our inner man according to the
riches of God’s glory, which are being wrought into us—Eph. 3:8, 14-17a.

. Christ as the mystery of God’s economy is indwelling us as the hope of

glory for our transformation from glory to glory unto the full expression of
God—2 Cor. 3:18; Rev. 21:10-11.

VI. In particular, the mystery of the gospel is Christ and the church for the
fulfillment of God’s eternal purpose—Eph. 6:19:

A. The mystery of God is Christ, the Head—1:22; Col. 1:18:

1.

2.
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8.

As the mystery of God, Christ is the history of God; the whole “story” of
God is in Christ and is Christ—dJohn 1:14; 1 Cor. 15:45b; Rev. 5:5.

As the mystery of God, Christ is the definition, explanation, and expression
of God—the Word of God—dJohn 1:1; Rev. 19:13; Col. 2:2-3.

As the mystery of God, Christ is the Firstborn of all creation—1:15.

As the mystery of God, Christ is the Firstborn from the dead—v. 18.

As the mystery of God, Christ is the embodiment of the Triune God—2:9.
As the mystery of God, Christ is the life-giving Spirit dwelling in our spirit
to be one spirit with us—1 Cor. 15:45b; 2 Tim. 4:22; 1 Cor. 6:17; Col. 3:4;
Eph. 3:16-17a.

As the mystery of God, Christ is the constituent of His Body, the church,
which is the one new man—Col. 1:18; 3:10-11, 15.

As the mystery of God, Christ has the first place in all things—1:18b;
1 Cor. 2:2.

B. The mystery of Christ is the church, the Body of Christ—Eph. 3:4, 6, 10:

1.

2.

3.

Christ, the embodiment of God, is the expression of God, and the church, as

the Body of Christ, is the expression of Christ—1:22-23.

In God’s economy mystery produces mystery: Christ, the mystery of God,

brings forth the church, the mystery of Christ—Col. 2:2; 4:3.

As the hidden mystery in God’s eternal purpose, the church is a mystery

within a mystery, for the church is the third stage of one mystery—Eph.

3:4,9, 11:

a. The first stage is God Himself as the mystery of the universe, the
second stage is Christ as the mystery of God, and the third stage is the
church as the mystery of Christ—dJohn 1:18; Col. 2:2; 4:3.

b. The church is the mystery of Christ, who is the mystery of God, who
Himself is the mystery of the universe—Eph. 3:4, 9; Col. 2:2; Rev. 4:11.

The church is according to God’s eternal purpose, and God created all

things so that He could have the church—Eph. 3:9, 11; Rev. 4:11.



5. The church is a constitution of the riches of Christ enjoyed and assimilated
by the believers—Eph. 3:8.

6. Through the church the multifarious wisdom of God is made known to the
rulers and the authorities in the heavenlies—v. 10.

7. Related to the mystery of Christ, the church, there is the economy of the
mystery; God’s economy is His plan and arrangement to dispense Himself
in His Divine Trinity into His chosen people in order to produce the Body
of Christ consummating in the New Jerusalem for the eternal corporate
expression of the Triune God; this is the greatest mystery in the universe;
nothing is greater or more important than this—v. 9; 1:22-23; 4:16; Rev.
21:2, 10-11.

VII. All these mysteries are related to the gospel; thus, the mystery of the
gospel refers to the entire New Testament economy, and through the
gospel we may become persons of meaning and enjoy God as the mystery
of the universe—Eph. 6:19; Psa. 36:8-9.
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