
Message Three

The Age of Restoration
and

Christ as the Shoot of Jehovah
and the Fruit of the Earth

Scripture Reading: Isa. 4:2-6; 2:2-5

I. In that day in Isaiah 4:2 refers to the coming restoration of
the nation of Israel—Matt. 17:11; 19:28; Acts 1:6; 3:21; 15:16:

A. Basically, between eternity past and eternity future, there
are three ages—the age of the old creation, the age of the new
creation, and the age of restoration:
1. From God’s creation of the heavens and the earth in Gene-

sis 1:1 to the beginning of the age of grace is the age of the
old creation.

2. The age of grace is the age of the new creation; the work of
God in the age of grace is to produce the new creation—
John 1:16-17; 2 Cor. 5:17; Gal. 6:15.

3. The coming age will be the age of restoration—Matt. 19:28;
Acts 3:21:
a. In the coming age God will neither create nor produce

the new creation; rather, He will do the work of restor-
ing the old, fallen creation—Rom. 8:20-22.

b. A restoration will be brought to all things; in this resto-
ration death will be limited, and there will be abundant
life and much praise and rejoicing—Isa. 65:18-25.

c. After the age of restoration, the entire universe will be
changed from the old to the new; then there will be the
new heaven and the new earth with the New Jerusa-
lem—v. 17; 66:22; Rev. 21:1-2.

4. Isaiah prophesied concerning the age of restoration (Isa.
2:2-5; 11:1-10; 61:4-9); chapter 35 is a marvelous picture of
restoration.

B. God’s judgment on the haughty nations ushers in the God-
man, Christ (4:2, 5-6), issuing in the restoration of the nation
of Israel (vv. 3-6; 2:2-5), which brings in the kingdom and con-
summates in the new heaven and new earth (65:17).

II. The all-inclusive Christ is the center and the circumfer-
ence, the centrality and the universality, of God’s eternal
economy—Col. 1:15-18:
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A. As the embodiment of the Triune God, Christ is the reality of
every positive thing in the universe—2:16-17.

B. God’s intention in His economy is that Christ be everything;
therefore, it is crucial for us to see that God wants nothing
but Christ and that in the eyes of God nothing counts except
Christ—vv. 16-17; 3:4, 10-11.

C. Because Christ is the centrality and universality of God’s
move, the book of Isaiah reveals many aspects of Christ for
the fulf illment of God’s economy—6:1-8; 22:22; 53:5, 10b-12;
54:5; 55:4-5.

III. In 4:2 there is a pair of aspects of Christ—the Shoot of
Jehovah and the Fruit of the earth; the Shoot is in com-
parison to the Fruit, and Jehovah is in comparison to the
earth:

A. God is eternal, and man came from the earth; the Fruit of the
earth refers to a man made from dust—Gen. 2:7.

B. Christ as God came from eternity, but as man He came from
the earth, so He is the Shoot of Jehovah and also the Fruit
of the earth.

IV. The Shoot of Jehovah refers to Christ’s deity, showing His
divine nature—Isa. 4:2a; John 1:1; 20:28; Rom. 9:5:

A. The Shoot of Jehovah typif ies not only Christ’s divinity but
also the sprouting and development of Christ’s divinity through
the incarnation of God—John 1:1, 14; Heb. 1:1-3; 2:14.

B. The Shoot of Jehovah is a new development of Jehovah God
for the Triune God to branch Himself out for His increase and
spreading through His incarnation—Isa. 7:14; Matt. 1:22-23.

C. In His incarnation Christ as the Shoot of Jehovah branched
Himself out in His divinity from the territory of divinity into
the territory of humanity—John 1:1, 14.

D. In His incarnation Christ came from eternity into time; from
ancient times, from the days of eternity, the Triune God was
preparing to come forth out of eternity into time, to come with
His divinity into humanity—Micah 5:2.

E. The sprouting and development of God in Christ as the
Shoot of Jehovah are for the expression of all the riches of
divinity in Christ’s humanity, that is, for the rich attributes
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of divinity to be developed into the virtues of Christ, the God-
man, in His humanity—Eph. 3:8.

F. The incarnated God, in His divinity, will be the beauty and glory
of God’s chosen people in the day of restoration—Isa. 4:2a:
1. Our God with His divine nature is our beauty and our

glory—60:1, 9, 13.
2. Because Christ lives in us, we are partakers of the divine

nature; in this sense, we are not only human but also
divine, and the divine nature is our beauty and our
glory—Gal. 2:20; 2 Pet. 1:4.

V. The Fruit of the earth refers to Christ’s humanity with His
human nature—Isa. 4:2b; Luke 1:42:

A. As the Fruit of the earth, Christ was born a man of human
blood and f lesh from the earth; the earth was the source of
Christ’s humanity, just as eternity was the source of His
divinity—Heb. 2:14.

B. Christ as the Fruit of the earth is for the multiplication and
reproduction of the divine life in humanity—John 12:24:
1. God in Himself, in His divinity, has no way to be multiplied.
2. For His multiplication and reproduction, He needs human-

ity; humanity is the soil, the earth, for the Triune God
to be multiplied and reproduced—20:17; Rom. 8:29; Heb.
2:10.

C. As the Fruit of the earth, Christ, in His humanity, which
expresses His divine beauty and glory, will be the excellence
and splendor of God’s chosen people in the day of restoration—
Isa. 4:2b:
1. Even today in the age of grace, we should live a life that

expresses Christ’s beauty and glory in a divine way and
that expresses Christ’s excellence and splendor in a human
way—1 Cor. 10:31; Phil. 1:11, 20.

2. A proper Christian is both divine and human, having the
divine beauty and glory of Jesus and the human excel-
lence and splendor of Jesus—vv. 8-9; 1 Pet. 2:12.

VI. In Isaiah 4:5-6 there is a second pair of aspects of Christ—
a covering canopy of glory and an overshadowing taber-
nacle of grace:
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A. The second pair is the issue of the f irst pair and is produced
by the f irst pair:
1. Because Christ is the Shoot for God’s new development

and the Fruit for God’s reproduction, He has the divine
beauty and glory with the human excellence and splendor;
therefore, He can be a canopy covering us and a tabernacle
overshadowing us—vv. 2, 5-6.

2. Our Jesus is the God-man, the One who is both divine and
human; as the God-man in His divinity and humanity,
He, the Shoot of Jehovah and the Fruit of the earth, is a
covering canopy of the divine glory and an overshadowing
tabernacle of grace in humanity.

B. The God-man, Christ, is a canopy, which is the covering glory
of Christ in His divinity that covers all the interests of Jeho-
vah God on earth—v. 5.

C. The overshadowing tabernacle is the God-man, Christ, in His
humanity with His grace, as illustrated in 2 Corinthians 12:9;
this is Christ as our overshadowing protection and defense—
Isa. 4:6; John 1:14.
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